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CONFIDENTIAL JOHANNESBURG 2006 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SF 

SUBJECT: SOWETO STUDENTS AND POLICE FENCE 
WHILE COMMITTEE OF TEN WAITS 

REF: JOHANNESBURG 1975 

1 . SUMMARY: SOWETO SUFFERED A WEEKEND OF SPORADIC VIOLENCE 
ALTHOUGH POLICE OFFICIALS SUCCEEDED IN HAVING COMMITTEE OF 
TEN MEETING BANNED. SOWETO WAS SOMETHING OF ARMED CAMI AS 
RIOT POLICE REINFORCEMENTS WERE TRUCKED IN AND RIOT POLIVE 
CHIEF KRIEL AND SECURITY POLICE HIEF ZIETSMAN CAME IN FROM 
PRETORIA. SOWETO POLICE COMMANDER JAN VISSER WAS RECALLED 
FROM LEAVE (AT LEAST TEMPORAILY) AS WORD SPREAD THAT POLICE 
WERE GOING TO BE TAKING HARDER LINE. A FEW BLACKS, APPARENTLY 
NOT HEARING OF BAN ON COMMITTEE OF TEN MEETING, APPEARED ON 
SUNDAY AT CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL BUT WERE TOLD MEETING HAD BEEN 
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RESCHEDULED FOR NEXT SUNDAY (AUGUST 7) AT 1400. END SUMMARY. 

2. BY ALL ACCOUNTS, SOWETO WAS IN CONSTANT TURMOIL OVER PAST 
WEEKEND AS STUDENTS REACTED BITTERLY TO HEAVY POLICE PATROLS 
AND FREQUENT US OF DOGS AND GUNFIRE IN THE AIR TO BREAK UP 
CONCENTRATIONS OF YOUTHS. FRIDAY AFTERNOON SAW A GIRL STUDENT 
KILLED BY AN ERRANT POLICE BULLET, AND THIS INCIDENT SEEMED 
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TO SET MOOD FOR WEEKEND AS STUDENTS ATTACKED CARS AND BUSES 
WITH STONES. TRUCKS WERE LOOTED ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS ALTHOUGH 
CONCENTRATION OF RIOT POLICE RIVALED THAT OF LAST JUNE 16. 

3. BRIAGADIER JAN VISSER WAS RECALLED FROM LEAVE AND RIOT POLICE 
CHIEF KRIEL AND YECURITY POOLICE CHIEF ZIETSMAN WERE BROUGHT 
IN FROM PRETORIA TO DEAL WITH GROWING MOOD OF VIOLENCE IN 
SOWETO. POLICE TACTICS, PARTICULARLY THE RENEWED USE OF GUNFIRE 
OVER LAST WEEK AS WELL AS THE USE OF DOGS, HAVE INCREASEDO 

THE HOSTILITY TOWARD POLICE WHICH VISSER HAD SUCCEEDED SOMEWHAT 
IN DAMPENING. HARDER POLICE LINE WAS EVIDENT IN THEIR PREVENTING 
STUDENTS AND ALL OTHERS EXCEPT FAMILY FROM ATTENDING THE FUNERAL 
OF DETAINEE WHO DIED IN POLICE CUSTODY EARLY IN JULY. 

4. THE COMMITTEE OF TEN MEETING, PERHAPS 

PRUDENTLY BANNED BY THE POLICE IN LIGHT OF THE PRESENT TENSION, 

HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR NEXT SUNDAY (AUGUST 7) AT 1400. 

COMMITTEE OF TEN IS TRYING TO KEEP POLICE-STUDENT CONFRONTATION 
FROM BREAKING INTO OPEN WARFARE. IN THIS REGARD, COMMITTEE 
OF TEN TOOK A CONCILIATORY LINE TOWARD BANNING ORDER AND MADE 
NO ATTEMPT TO CONTRAVENE IT. 

5. COMMENT: COMMITTEE OF TEN HAS TAKEN VERY MODERATE STAND 
OVER THE PAST WEEK DESPITE THE FIGHTING GOING ON AROUND IT 
BETWEEN POLICE AND SOWETO YOUTH. COMMITTEE IS GAINING INCREASING 
SUPPORT IN THE WHITE COMMUNITY AS EVEN AFRIKAANS NEWSPAPER 
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DIE TRANSVALER EDITORIALIZED IN FAVOR GIVING IT A HEARING. 

COMMITTEE BELIEVES ITS CHANCES OF OVERCOMING INITIAL NATIONALIST 
REJECTION ARE IMPROVING AND WANTS TO MAINTAIN MODERATE POSTURE IN 
HOPES OF MINIMIZING INTRANSIGENT OPPOSITION. 

JOHNSONO 
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